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SUBJECT: ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF ADENAUER'S BIRTH 

SUMMARY: THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF KONRAD ADENAUER'S 
BIRTH HAS BEEN THE OCCASION FOR NUMEROUS TRIBUTES TO 
THE POSTWAR GERMAN STATESMAN. NOT ONLY HAVE CDU 
AND CSU POLITICIANS SOUGHT TO WRAP THEMSELVES IN THE 
MANTLE OF "DER ALTE’S" GREATNESS, BUT EVEN SPD AND 
FDP POLITICIANS ARE ATTEMPTING TO PORTRAY SOCIAL- 
LIBERAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AS THE LOGICAL EXTENSION 
OF ADENAUER S POLICIES. THE SPD/FDP PLOY CAN BE SEEN 
AS AN ATTEMPT TO MINIMIZE THE POLITICAL BENEFITS FOR 
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THAT THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY COMES IN AN ELECTION YEAR. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT ADENAUER'S CENTRAL ROLE IN THE POST 
WORLD WAR II PERIOD IS FULLY ACCEPTED BY THE GERMAN 
PUBLIC. THIS IS RECOGNIZED BY THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND 
LIBERALS AS A FACT OF GERMAN POLITICAL LIFE. ADENAUER'S 
PRESENT POPULARIITY MAY ALSO REFLECT A SHORTAGE OF 
STATESMEN OF HIS STATURE ON THE GERMAN POLITICAL SCENE 
TODAY. END SUMMARY 

1 . THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF KONRAD ADENAUER’S BIRTH 
ON JANUARY 5. 1876 HAS RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION 
IN THE FRG. QUITE NATURALLY, CDU AND CSU POLITICIANS, 
INCLUDING CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE KOHL AND CSU CHAIRMAN 
STRAUSS, MADE GLOWING SPEECHES IN PRAISE OF THE FRG’S 
FIRST CHANCELLOR AND USED THE OCCASION TO PORTRAY THE 
PRESENT UNION PARTIES AS THE BEARERS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC TRADITION. SPEAKING BEFORE AN AUDIENCE IN 
BONN'S BEETHOVEN HALLE ON THE EVE OF THE ANNIVERSARY, 
KOHL LAUDED ADENAUER'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN LEADING THE 
FRG INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH THE FREE WORLD, CREATING 
INTERNATIONAL TRUST AND RESPECT FOR WEST GERMANY, 
ESTABLISHING FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH FRANCE AND ISRAEL, 
AND STABILIZING THE DEMOCRATIC ORDER IN THE FRG. CSU 
CHAIRMAN STRAUSS, SPEAKING OF ADENAUER'S ACCOMPLISH- 
MENTS, STRESSED HIS OWN ROLE IN WORKING TOGETHER WITH 
THE CDU LEADER DURING HIS 14- YEAR REIGN AS CHANCELLOR. 

2. INTERESTINGLY, IT WAS NOT JUST THE CHRISTIAN DEMO- 
CRATS WHO SOUGHT TO LINK THEMSELVES TO ADENAUER. CHAN- 
CELLOR SCHMIDT, IN A PRETAPED NATION-WIDE TV ADDRESS 

(HE WAS IN GREECE DURING THE ANNIVERSARY), PRAISED HIM 
AND DESCRIBED THE "MITBESTIMMUNG" AND "OSTPOLITIK' 1 
(PARTICULARLY THE POLISH AGREEMENTS) POLICIES OF THE 
SPD AS THE NATURAL DEVELOPMENT OF EARLIER ADENAUER 
POLICIES. FEDERAL PRESIDENT AND FORMER FDP CHAIRMAN 
SCHEEL ALSO STRESSED THE CONTINUITY OF THE SOCIAL- 
LIBERAL "OSTPOLITIK" WITH ADENAUER'S FOREIGN POLICY 
OBJECTIVE OF RECONCILIATION WITH FORMER WARTIME ENEMIES. 

3. THE ATTEMPTS OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND LIBERALS TO 
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CDU/CSU POLITICIAN CALLED CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT THE ADMIN 
ISTRATOR OF THE BANKRUPT POLICIES OF FORMER CHANCELLOR 
BRANDT RATHER THAN THE ARCHITECT OF POLICIES BUILT UPON 
ADENAUER'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS. STRAUSS LABELED THE SCHMIDT- 
SCHEEL STATEMENTS AS ELECTION TACTICS AND QUOTED ADE- 
NAUER'S STATEMENT THAT AN SPD VICTORY WOULD MEAN THE 
DOWNFALL OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC. GOVERNMENT PRESS 
SPOKESMAN GRUENEWALD LATER DENIED THAT CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT WAS ATTEMPTING TO CITE ADENAUER TO PROVE THE 
CORRECTNESS OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT'S ''OSTPOLITIK." 
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4. ASIDE FROM POLITICAL TRIBUTES TO ADENAUER THERE 
HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS BOOKS AND ARTICLES FROM FORMER 
FRIENDS AND FOES, INCLUDING "SPIEGEL" EDITOR AUGSTEIN, 

WHO STATED THAT ADENAUER'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO MODERN GER- 
MAN HISTORY WERE PROBABLY ONLY EQUALED BY BISMARCK. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PASSAGE OF TIME HAS COOLED THE 
POLITICAL PASSIONS THAT EXISTED DURING ADENAUER'S LIFE- 
TIME. THERE ALSO APPEARS TO BE A FEELING OF NOSTALGIA 
FOR A TIME AND FOR POLITICIANS OF AN EARLIER AGE. 

5. WHILE IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT CDU AND CSU POLI- 
TICIANS ARE ATTEMPTING, PARTICULARLY IN AN ELECTION 
YEAR, TO WRAP THEMSELVES IN THE MANTLE OF ADENAUER'S 
GREATNESS, IT IS INTERESTING THAT SCHMIDT AND SCHEEL 
ARE ALSO SEEKING TO IDENTIFY PRESENT POLICIES WITH THOSE 
OF THEIR OLD POLITICAL FOE. THIS REFLECTS A RECOGNITION 
THAT ADENAUER HAS EARNED A SECURE PLACE IN GERMAN HIS- 
TORY AS A STATESMAN AND AS THE FATHER OF POST- WORLD 
WAR II GERMAN DEMOCRACY. HOWEVER. IT MAY ALSO REFLECT 
THE FACT THAT THERE ARE FEW POLITICIANS OF HIS STATURE 
ON THE SCENE TODAY. 

6. THE HAPPY COINCIDENCE FOR THE CDU/CSU THAT THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF "DER ALTE’S" BIRTH COMES ON THE 
EVE OF A NATIONAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN HAS FURTHER POLITI 
CIZED THE EVENT. CDU/CSU CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE KOHL, 

WHO LACKS THE POLITICAL APPEAL AND POPULARITY OF THE 
FIRST CDU CHANCELLOR, WANTS TO PORTRAY HIMSELF AS THE 
HEIR TO THE ADENAUER TRADITION PREPARED TO TAKE OVER 
THE REIGNS OF GOVERNMENT. IT IS EQUALLY CLEAR THAT 
HELMUT SCHMIDT PREFERS TO CAMPAIGN AGAINST HELMUT KOHL 
AND FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS RATHER THAN AGAINST THE MEMORY 
OF KONRAD ADENAUER (WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS "THE ONLY 
GREAT OPPONENT OF THE SPD TO DATE"). 
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